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Research Proposal: The Death Penalty Debate
Introduction
Thousands of individuals are condemned to death annually in nations where the death penalty is still in practice. Today, the death penalty is still predominant in most parts of the world, particularly in the Middle East, North Africa, and Asia with prominent nations comprising India, Iraq, Bangladesh, U.S.A, Pakistan, and Egypt. As at April 1st, 2016, over 103 countries had obliterated capital punishment for all delinquencies; 6 have eradicated capital punishment for ordinary crimes only, and another 31 countries have not used the death penalty for almost a decade. Conversely, 58 nations retain capital punishment actively. According to Amnesty International (15), the numbers of executions increased by 54%, with no less than 573 more individuals killed than in the previous year. The death penalty code has been a punishment mode since time immemorial, and the arguments for and against the death penalty have not altered much over time. Crimes and punishment mode correlate to the prevailing culture and civilization mode from which they materialize (Berlatsky 20).
In the recent past, the death penalty has once again come into center stage as a critical public political and policy matter, catalyzed by numerous high-profile proceedings. In 2014, the failed execution of sentenced rapist and murderer Clayton Lockett in Oklahoma was realized as a possible turning point in the capital punishment debate, conveying increased attention to techniques by which individuals were executed. That was trailed by many closely examined proceedings, and the year completed with some executions comparative to the past years.  In the meantime, polling data proposes some relaxing of public attitudes, even though a majority of Americans still support capital punishment. Evans noted in 2016 that the public support for the death penalty was 60%, the lowest in over 40 years. This explains why this topic is essential as it is a personal problem that needs to be addressed by the research. The argumentative essay in favor of the death penalty sheds light on why the death penalty should not be abolished in the U.S.A as it is unequivocally necessary. The punishment deters murder cases and offers the only fair punishment for crimes that are without equivalent. 
Background Information
Jesus Christ was killed on the cross by Jews for what was understood to be a blasphemy crime. Also, capital punishment is stated in the Bible on several occasions. In history, the first set death penalty laws date back into the 18th Century B.C. in the King Hammurabi Code of Babylon, which collated the death penalty for 25 crimes.  Also, the death penalty was a part of the 14th Century Hittite Code; 7th Century Athens Draconian Code, which declared death as the only sentence for all criminalities; and 5th Century Roman Law (Melusky &Keith 34). Death sentences were conducted through crucifixion, thrashing to death, drowning, impalement, and burning alive. During the 10th Century A.D., hanging was the standard execution method in Britain. In the next century, William the Conqueror passed laws that would not let individuals to be hanged or else executed for any crimes, with an exception war times. 
The trend did not last, for during the 16th Century, under Henry VIII reign, more than 72,000 people are likely to have been executed by boiling, burning at stakes, hanging, drawing, beheading, and quartering for capital offenses like treason, marrying Jews, and not admitting to crimes. Britain swayed America's usage of the death penalty beyond any other nation. The European immigrants came into the new world and brought the capital punishment practice. The initially recorded execution occurred in 1608 when Captain George Kendall was killed in the Jamestown, Virginia (Capital Punishment 12). He was executed for being Spain’s spy. Later, in 1612, Virginia’s Governor Thomas Dale ratified the Moral, Martial, and Divine Laws, which delivered the death penalty for minor offenses like trading with Indians, stealing grapes, and killing chickens. The laws about the death penalty differed across different colonies. The New York Colony introduced the 1665 Duke's Laws in which offenses, like striking one's parents or refuting the "true God," carried a punishment by death.
Research Objective
As this argumentative paper is in favor of capital punishment, it will explore that capital punishment is undeniably obligatory since it daunts instances of murder cases and it provides the only fair punishment for crimes that are without equivalent. In the recent years, numerous studies have revealed that killing the sentenced murderers does dissuade future murders. Along with the statistical aspects of the benefits of maintaining capital punishment, there is the highly unearthly issue to vie with; suffering and pain of victim and their families. However, the actuality of capital punishment and threats that are it is a likelihood is sufficient to deter crimes, and consequently, this practice should then be continued. If the future offenders believe that they can readily get off with light sentences for one of the most ghastly possible crimes, then it appears only natural that murder cases would be on the rise.
Research Questions
•    What are the workings of the capital punishment laws?
•    What is the impact of the death penalty on the crime rates?
•    What are the different opinions concerning the capital punishment laws in the citizens' minds?
•    What is the effect of cultures, actions, and attitudes of people toward crime?
•    What are the prospects related to capital punishment?
Methodology
This research paper will adopt the use of secondary sources of data collection to gain an understanding of the intricacy of the scholarly opinions and arguments in favor of and against the capital punishment. Many scholarly articles accessed from the ProQuest and Google Scholar websites will be used as valid sources of obtaining information to support the argument in favor of capital punishment and the counterarguments. Similar, literature review of previous research on the death penalty will be accessed from various academic databases to get information on the general beliefs concerning capital punishment, different scenarios, and research findings relating to the death penalty. Lastly, case files on past death penalty trials will be obtained to substantiate the argument in favor of the death penalty.
Conclusion
 The death penalty is a hotly debated issue that has divided the U.S.A.  While there are numerous supporters of capital punishment, there is a large volume of opposition too. Presently, there are 33 states where the death penalty is lawful, and 17 states have abolished it. This research seeks to validate the opinion that death penalty should be legalized across the country. There are various reasons why the death penalty ought to be legalized, comprising deterrence, morality, retribution. Also, since contradictory arguments do not hold up, the research also refutes the notions that the death penalty is illegal, inevitable mistakes can be made, and the fact that there is disproportionality in the race and income levels. Lastly, capital punishment significantly deters the citizens from committing murder crimes. Most people's ultimate fear is death; hence if they are aware that death is a likely consequence, they will less likely perform these actions. 
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